Management of the special needs of the pregnant surgical patient.
This article summarizes the nursing care that should be provided to the pregnant patient during surgery and gives a brief discussion of the physiology of pregnancy as it relates to surgery and anesthesia. An overview of anesthesia considerations is presented and the nursing process using the guidelines for pregnant patients from the Association of Perioperative Registered Nurses is discussed, followed by nursing considerations for the most common surgical procedures that pregnant women undergo.